Current Events Course: Summer 2011

Unit 1 – The Newspaper

Bias In The Newspaper Activity

Directions: Read the two following newspaper articles.  After you have read the newspaper articles, please create your own define of the word Bias in the document below.  Then, in a single paragraph, explain how each of the articles exhibited forms of bias in their writing (please make sure you use specific examples or details from the articles – Hint: Begin with where they were published!)  Please submit the assignment to your teacher via KMail.
Article 1 (From Huffington Post):[image: image1.png]GOP Presidential Candidates Are Inconsistent in Their
Religious Values

Postod: 06/30/1105:27 PM ET =

Representative Michele Bachmann officially joined the crowded field of GOP presidential candidates on Monday. Like many in the
race, she identifies herself as a Christian. In fact, in her kick-off speech in Waterloo, lowa, she described how she gave her heartto
Jesus Christ at the age of 16, and how she uses prayer to guide her decision-making.

But there is one area in which Bachmann departs dramatically from her own tradition and that of most Christian denominations in
the nation: environmental values. Bachmann calls climate change "nonsense" and she routinely refers to the EPA as the job-killing
organization of America." And yet the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, to which Bachmann was until recently connected,
asserts that caring for the world is "a moral issue."

Bachmann isnt alone: in a_great new post, Eleni Towns of the Center for America Progress outlines how nearly every GOP
presidential candidate follows their church teachings when it comes to abortion and gay marriage, but not when it comes to climate
change and environmental protection.

As a Christian myself, | know what it is like to have disagreements with the Church. | don't concur with every teaching that comes
from the pulpit, and | believe that questioning is a vital part of faith. But | am still suspicious about the timing of this GOP heterodoxy.

Over the past several years, most Christian denominations have officially embraced environmental values broadly and the moral
imperative to confront climate change specifically. The Vatican, the National Association of Evangelicals, leaders of the Southern
Baptist Convention, and other churches have called for on the faithful to help solve the climate crisis.

‘Several GOP candidates agreed with these church teachings - until the Tea Party became the new religion in Washington, that is.

Ever since the Koch Brothers (who made their money in ol refining and other fossil fuel operations) started pouring funds into the
Tea Party, it has taken on decidedly polluter-friendly positions: climate change does not exist, we should rollback public safeguards
that help prevent business from harming communities, and companies should not be required to reduce their dirty emissions.

And seemingly, once GOP campaigns realized that the Tea Party might bring more voters o the polls than churches could, they too
started following the gospel according to the Koch Brothers. They began siding with the guys behind the curtain instead of the guys
in the pulpit. Almost every candidate has flip-flopped from their previous positions on climate change in the last year, even as their
churches' positions have become stronger.

Back in 2008, for instance, Newt Gingrich sat down with Nancy Pelosi and made a video saying the only issue they agreed upon
was the need to fight climate change. Today, Gingrich doubts climate science and questions the need for action.

When Tim Pawlenty was governor of Minnesota, he signed a climate law designed to reduce Minnesota's carbon emissions and
helped launch a regional climate initiative within the Midwest. Today, however, he wonders how much of climate change is caused
by humans and accuses the scientific community of "data manipulation.”" Pawlenty, who is an evangelical, must have missed the
2006 "Climate Change: An Evangelical Call to Action” that 86 leaders signed, including the pastor of Pawlenty's church.

1100 hold positions that are at times out of sync with the Methodist Church, even though the church plays an enormous role in my
Iife. It isn't easy, and it makes me uncomfortable, and | only do it if my heart, my conscience, and my prayer guide me in that
direction. | don't do it to win primaries. When the GOP candidates chose to follow the polluting Koch brothers instead of their own
clergy, that's pandering, not principle.




Article 2 (From Townhall.com):
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Obama Goes On The Offensive With
Class-Warfare Bromides



By Donald Lambro
7/1/2011



President Obama went on the political offensive Wednesday by reviving the old class warfare enmity he hopes will excite the liberal
base of his party, while accusing Republicans of playing politics with our nation's economic future.



But who was really playing politics in Washington this week? The Republicans, who believe we have to get deadly serious about a
national debt approaching $15 trillion and cut spending? Or Obama, who thinks now is the time to start bashing American
corporations, owners of private jets, mutual hedge funds, the oil industry, and just about anyone who happens to be wealthy?



First, let's get several things straight, if only to put the president's desperate, election-cycle outbursts into some kind of political
context:



The Gallup Poll earlier this week said Obama's job approval score had dropped to 43 percent, with nearly 50 percent saying they
disapproved of his performance. Several polls showed that about six in 10 disapprove of his handling of the economy, and 75 percent
of Americans think the country is still in a recession.



Both Gallup and voter exit polls have shown that Obama has lost the support of independents who helped elect him, and many
Democrats aren't as enthused about him as they once were. The party's base is dispirited. There are reports that his once-mighty
fundraising prowess is now a struggle among the big-money people who backed him in 2008 and that he will need again if he is to
raise the $1 billion his advisers say it will take to win a second term.



As he nears the halfway mark in the third year of his presidency, the U.S. economy remains -- choose your own description --
anemic, weak, fragile, mediocre. The Federal Reserve says this economy is not growing at the rate it had hoped, slowing down to a
crippling 1.9 percent, the economic equivalent of virtually standing still.



Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke, like Herbert Hoover, keeps saying stronger growth is just around the corner, but now he sounds less
certain of that.



This snail's-pace growth translates into a bleak, recession-like jobs environment (only 54,000 jobs created in May) that has pushed
unemployment up to more than 9 percent nationally and into the double-digit range in states both large and small.



The Conference Board Consumer Research Center reported Tuesday that its consumer confidence index fell to a seven-month low
of 58.5 in June, down from 61.7 in May, a 3.2 drop. A score of 90 is considered healthy, but the index hasn't been in that range since
2007 under George W. Bush.



In other words, things aren't going well for Obama, and he knows it. But he thinks he can shift the blame to the House Republicans,
ignoring the fact that the Senate is controlled by the Democrats, and that his big-spending policies and failed stimulus scheme are
responsible for the country's lethargic economy and shrinking job market.



So, with the economy heading south, his presidency turning sour and his re-election prospects in doubt, he is playing the only
political hand he has left: class warfare.



He is insisting that any deficit-cutting deal on raising the debt limit law must come with higher taxes on businesses, investors and all
upper-income Americans, policies the Republicans believe will only further weaken an economy that is struggling to get back on its
feet.



Bear in mind, this isn't an economic argument to spur job-creating private investment, capital formation and the level of risk-taking
that is at the core of a growing economy. It's a political attack, pure and simple, on the Republicans.



"He accused Republicans -- no fewer than six times -- of favoring corporate jet owners over average folks in the party's refusal to











